
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 Hope you have all had some time to be refreshed and relaxed over the summer months.  

Please take a moment to register your children for the fall religious education program so that 

schedules can be done efficiently. 
 

 The prophet Jeremiah faced resistance and even persecution for the word of God he 

proclaimed.  For speaking the truth, he was thrown into a cistern filled with mud and left there to 

die.  To his credit, Jeremiah did not back down from preaching God’s word, even though he 

knew there could well be dire consequences. 
 

 In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: I have come to set the earth on fire.  He came to purify and 

refine.  He came to free us from sin and all that squeezes life out of us.  Those who embraced his 

way might, in fact, find themselves at odds with their father, mother, sister, brother, or friend.  

Surely this was not their intent, but alienation could well result from their choice to follow Jesus. 
 

 We must speak the truth even when we know there will be pushback.  For example, 

parents know they must challenge the wrong behavior of their children even if the response is a 

door slammed or a foot stomped.  Can parents claim to truly love their children if they don’t 

discipline them when necessary?  The same goes for pastors, teachers, coaches, and anyone 

charged with leading others.  If we care about the ultimate welfare of those for whom we are 

responsible, can we claim to love them if we do not challenge their wrong behaviors and 

attitudes?  
 

 Christian discipleship is not a popularity contest.  Inevitably, there is a cost involved; yet, 

for followers of Jesus Christ, we trust that his path ultimately leads to life.  We should, therefore, 

never shrink from articulating and living the Truth.  Whether as a parent, coworker, friend, or 

neighbor, we can ask the Lord’s help in being a voice for Gospel living: speaking the truth in 

love against behaviors and values that run contrary to God’s commands, especially when there 

are offenses against the human dignity of another. 
 

 Living the Gospel is not always easy and may even lead to opposition.  With our eyes 

fixed on Jesus, let us walk in his way and trust that life now and forever awaits those who are 

faithful. 
 

 Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Canisius 


