
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection for the 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”  As we read this Gospel passage, it 

is hard not to conclude that this request for an increase in faith comes somehow out of the blue.  

So, what prompted the disciples to make this unusual request?  To understand that we need to 

go back to previous passages in Luke’s Gospel: the parables about the prodigal son, the 

dishonest steward, Lazarus, and the rich man.  Together, they point to a reality that God’s ways 

are different from our ways.  They remind us that if we are to be faithful disciples, then we 

must take our cue not from the world, but from Christ who reveals to us the very mind of God. 
 

 When Luke speaks here of faith, and indeed when Paul speaks about the gift given 

through the laying on of hands, they are referring to that gift from God that binds us and 

empowers us to follow and live in Christ.  This is what the disciples sought: an increase in that 

most precious of all gifts; a strong and enduring relationship with Christ. 
 

 It has never been easy to be a Christian.  The early Christians had to deal with all sorts of 

threats and persecutions.  So, we can understand why this call to faith is at the heart of the 

Gospels.  By asking Jesus for an increase, the disciples are recognizing that he is the source of 

this supernatural faith, and that such a faith is not the outcome of human strength or willpower 

but is sheer gift from God.  Because it is a gift, it can never be seen as something we can boast of 

as our own achievement.  We are servants of the Word, and when we respond to it, we are 

simply doing our duty. 
 

 We also live in a world where it can be difficult to be faithful disciples.  In such a world, 

our living, acting faith is of more and more importance.  To be a faith-filled Christian is not 

simply about having an inner conviction, but the courage and strength to live that faith on a daily 

basis. 
 

Christ’s word to us today is a word of encouragement that we need only a little trust, the 

size of the mustard seed in his strength to carry us through in this life.  It is the power of God 

living in and through us that will ultimately empower us to be faith-filled and faithful. 
 

Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Canisius 


